
St Nicolas’ Music Curriculum Map       version 2 01/09/25 

Our Christian values are respect, honesty, love and friendship, peace, thankfulness and courage 

Jesus said, ‘I am the vine and you are the branches.’ 

 

Music 

 

autumn spring summer 

Reception 

 

Songs and percussion to 

match their project 

work. 

 

Rhythm 

Beat 

Diwali and Christmas 

songs 

Songs and percussion to 

match their project 

work. 

 

Tempo 

Moving to music 

Chinese new year music 

Songs and percussion to 

match their project 

work. 

 

Percussion instruments 

Music in different 

languages 

Y1 

 

 

Sounds of creation 

Listening to music about 

nature (Autumn) 

Creating soundscapes 

Sonority, dynamics 

African music 

Music for Diwali, bonfire 

night and Christmas 

Musical opposites 

High/low (pitch) 

Loud/quiet (dynamics) 

Long/short (duration 

and rhythm) 

Graphic scores 

Using and naming 

percussion instruments 

Using our bodies to 

make sounds 

Music using all our 

senses 

Body percussion 

Vocal sounds 

Y2 

 

 

Telling stories using 

music (Peter and the 

Wolf) 

Using percussion 

instruments to create 

different sound effects 

Noah’s ark music 

Christmas show songs 

Musical structure 

Songs about healthy 

eating 

Graphic scores 

Tuned percussion 

Learning to play the 

recorder 

Reading basic music 

notation 

Rhythms 

Pitch 

Y3 

 

 

 

 

Music from around 

Europe 

Christmas music from 

Europe 

The Carnival of the 

Animals. 

Listening and 

appreciating music. 

Composing and 

improvising. 

Songs about animals. 

Major scales 

Rhythm notation 

Maypole Dancing 

Music of the ancient 

Egyptians. 

Minor scales 

 

Y4 

 

 

 

 

 

African drumming 

African songs 

Rhythm notation 

Christmas music 

Instruments of the 

orchestra, comparing 

them with Roman 

instruments. 

Roman musical 

instruments and songs. 

Marching music 

Keeping the beat 

Making music using 

different materials. 

Experimenting with 

sound 

Music of Scandanavia – 

studying the music of 

Grieg and Sibelius. 

Modern music from 

Scandanavia (Abba) 

Musical notation 

 



Y5 

 

 

 

 

 

Music of the Ancient 

Greeks 

Composing and 

improvising music for the 

Greek Gods; 

Using our voices 

Aesops fables 

Hand bell ringing for 

Christmas 

Reading musical 

notation (treble clef) 

The Snowman music 

from the film. Using 

music to create 

atmosphere . 

Music al history from 

Tudors to the Victorians. 

Music of King Henry’s 

court 

 

Edward Elgar 

Victorian music halls 

Gilbert and Sullivan 

Operetta  

Rivers and Mountains 

Songs about rivers 

Music about rivers 

Composing melodies 

Pitch and melody 

Y6 

 

 

 

 

 

Music from the World 

Wars. Last Post, 

Remembrance Day. 

Reading musical 

notation (treble clef) 

Christmas music 

A musical journey 

through modern history 

studying different 

genres 

Blues 

Calypso 

Jazz 

Rock and roll 

Reggae 

Hip Hop/Rap 

Adapting music 

How we can change 

music using the different 

elements of rhythm, 

sonority, dynamics, 

pitch and key 

 

Songs for the summer 

production 

 


