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1. Choose a quiet time

Set aside a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes is usually long enough. 

2. Make reading enjoyable

Make reading an enjoyable experience and show that you enjoy it.   Sit with your child.  If your child loses interest then do something else. 

3. Maintain the flow

If your child mispronounces a word, allow them time to correct it themselves rather than correcting them immediately.   

If your child struggles with lots of words, it can be better to tell them some.  If your child does try to 'sound out' words, use the sounds the letters make rather than 'alphabet names'. 

4. Be positive

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is fine.  Instead of saying 'No. That's wrong,' say 'Let's read it together' and point to the words as you say them.  Boost your child's confidence with constant praise for even the smallest achievement. 

5. Success is the key

If you are keen for your child to progress it can be easy to give them a book that is too difficult.  Until your child has built up his or her confidence, it is better to keep to easier books. Struggling with a book with many unknown words is pointless.  Flow is lost, text cannot be understood and children can easily be put off reading. 

6. Regular practice

Try to read with your child on most days. 'Little and often' is best. 

7. Communicate

Your child will most likely have a reading diary from school. Try to communicate regularly with positive comments and any concerns. This will show your child that you value reading. 

8. Talk about the books

Being able to say the words on the page is only half the story with reading.  Your child needs to understand what they are reading.  To help them with this, it is important that you talk about their reading book and ask questions.  Here are some suggestions:

To begin with ask simple questions to show that your child understands the words –

 - Who was in the story . . .?

 - What colour was the . . .?

 - What happened at . . .?

 - What does . . . mean?

 - Where did . . . go?

As your child becomes more confident, ask more complex questions that make them think more – 

- What does . . . think?
 - What does that word tell us about . . .?

 - How did . . . react?

 - How was . . . different after . . . ?

 - Why is . . . important?

 - Why is . . . in bold type / italics / underlined?

 - How does the diagram help you to understand . . . ?

 - Why is . . . in a box?

 - What kind of writing is this?

 - What does this word suggest about . . . ?

 - Can you think of alternative words to . . .?

9. Variety is important

Remember children need to experience a variety of reading materials e.g. picture books, short and long story books, comics, magazines, poems, information books and local newspapers.

10. Does your child feel too old to read aloud to you?

If your child feels that they too old to read aloud to mum or dad, you can still help them.  Try reading the same thing as them and discussing it afterwards.  You could read the same page of an information book, short story, chapter of a story book or article from a newspaper or magazine.
