
Key vocabulary – EYFS                                             

Mathematical areas of learning Key vocabulary  

Number and place value subitise 
patterns, finger patterns, staircase 
counting 
numbers 
hiding within 
different ways 
counting sequence 

Addition and subtraction How many? 
How many altogether? 
One more than. One less than 
How many more? How many less? 
add 
subtract 

Multiplication and division Groups, sets 
doubles 
equal and unequal groups 
10-frame 
odd/even numbers 
repeated pattern 

Fractions doubles – two equal groups 
whole 
parts of a whole 

Measurement Compare, sort, order 
big, little, small, large, tall, long, short 
mass/weight 
heavier/lighter/heaviest lightest  
full, nearly full, empty, nearly empty, half full, 
tall thin narrow, wide, shallow 
longer/shorter, taller/shorter, wider narrower 
day, today, yesterday, tomorrow 
autumn, winter, spring, summer 
now, before, later, soon, after, then, next 
first, second, third, fourth etc 
past, present, future 

Geometry 3D shape, 3D models 
2D shape, 2D models 
combine shapes 
compare, sort 
repeated pattern 
position 
next to, over, under, around, beside, through, 
between 
movement, turn, forwards, backwards, to the 
side 

 


