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Diving into Mastery – Diving  
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts

10 More, 10 Less 
Provide equipment such as base ten or ten-frames for children to 
practically explore finding 10 more and 10 less. Some children may 
find it useful to refer to a hundred square.

What numbers are represented here?

Can you use the equipment to find ten more/less?

What do you notice? 

Why have only the tens changed?

How will this knowledge help you to complete the number sequences?

What is the same/different about the numbers in the sequence?

Are the numbers getting greater or smaller? What does that tell you? 

What will the next number be? Can you use the equipment to prove it?

What is ten more/less than ___? How do you know?

Stem Sentences

• ___ has ___ tens and ___ ones.

• Ten more than ___ is ___.

• Ten less than ___ is ___.

Write the correct numbers to 
complete the table.

Complete the number sequences.

10 Less Number 10 More

34 44 54

89 79 69

43 33 23

Can you create your own 
number sequence by counting 
on or back in steps of 10?
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Diving into Mastery – Deeper
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts

10 More, 10 Less 
Children will reason about numbers represented in different ways 
and what ten more or ten less than this will be. Provide children with 
base ten and encourage use of mathematical language to explain 
their reasoning.

What does each stick represent?

What does each small cube represent?

What is Seren’s number? How do you know?

What is Matt’s number? How can you tell?

Who has the greatest number to begin with? How do you know?

If Seren gives one ten away, how many will she have left? Prove it.

If Matt gains one ten, how many will he have? 

Who has the greatest number now? 

Use your equipment to prove it.

Stem Sentences

• ___ has ___ tens and ___ ones.

• Ten more than ___ is ___.

• Ten less than ___ is ___.

Seren has this number.

Matt has this number.

Seren gives 1 ten to Matt.

Is Seren correct?  
Explain your reasoning.

Matt’s number is greater 
than mine now.
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Diving into Mastery – Deepest
Adult Guidance with Question Prompts

10 More, 10 Less 
Children will solve a problem by applying their knowledge of what 
happens to the digits in a 2-digit number when finding ten more 
or ten less. Provide base ten, a hundred square or other practical 
equipment for children to use when completing this activity.

Can you identify Hanna’s number straight away? Why not?

Whose house number do you need to find first?

What is 10 more than 16? Use equipment to prove it. 

How has the 2-digit number changed? Why?

How will you find Hanna and Sol’s house numbers?

Which of the remaining numbers have 6 ones? 

How will you decide which is Seren’s house?

Which house does Kit live at? How do you know?

How does this help you find Seren’s house?

Stem Sentences

• ___ has ___ tens and ___ ones.

• Ten more than ___ is ___.

• Ten less than ___ is ___.

Which house does each child live at?

6 16 26 36 46

Hanna

Seren

Kit

Sol

Ned

My house number is 10 more 
than Ned’s house number.

My house number has 6 ones.  

My house number is 
the smallest number.

My house number is 10 less 
than Ned’s house number. 

My house number is 
10 more than 16.
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