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Friday 9th January 2026 
 We are delighted to share that Halle and her 

handlers in school have successfully completed the PAWS 

Therapy Dog Certification Programme.  

 Halle attends school 2-3 days a week and welcomes 

children on the gate, encourages reading and supports attendance and 

wellbeing. She keeps children active on the daily mile and loves to play 

fetch with a tennis ball at playtime! We have discovered that Halle’s 

presence in the classroom improves children’s ability to connect with their 

learning, and to sustain the deep concentration they need for writing.                                                       

We are already seeing more benefits to having a school therapy dog than 

we had ever anticipated, and are looking forward to continuing to build 

on this over the coming year as part of the PAWS graduate programme. 
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Y4 Ufton Court Residential—parent information meeting 

Thursday 22nd January 3.40 – 4pm 

Y4 parents and carers are invited to a presentation about our forthcoming 

trip in March to Ufton Court. This will include information about the 

activities, kit list, food, the cabins and preparation for the trip. There will be 

an opportunity to ask any questions. 
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Elm Class—winter walk 
Year 1 went on a winter walk this week to look for signs 

of the season and the children loved spotting snow and 

ice!  

'We went to the green to look for signs of winter. The sun 

was low and it was really cold'.  

'The leaves were brown and there was snow on them'.  

'We saw lots of snow all over the tree trunks on the 

ground'.  

'I saw snow, a tree with no leaves on and it was cold and icy'.  

' I saw snow on the logs, all the leaves had fallen off the tree'.  

Attendance matters 

Attendance for this week was a good 96.3% and the 

children have really enjoyed getting stuck into 

their new topics across the curriculum. 

        

Teachers are preparing their curriculum newsletters -

please look out for these next week. 

100% Perfection 

98% Impressive 

97% Very good 

96% Good 

95% Nearly there 

94% 
Needs to 

improve 

<94% Poor 
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House Points  

 

Congratulations to the Jaguars 

Jaguars Pumas Lions Tigers 

308   192  240  234 
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Sustainability 

 

 

Year 3 Assembly 

We are excited to invite 

Oak class parents and 

carers to join us on 

Tues 27th January at 9.00am 

Willow Class 

Willow class are learning about Tudor portraits and coats of arms. 

 

 

 

 

‘ 
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And finally… for a while it looked like a snow day, and then 

it didn’t - sorry children!  If we do need to close the school due 

to severe weather, your child will need their email login to 

access lessons on Teams. This can be found in their planner. 

Please check that you have a note of this at home, just in 

case!         Have a warm weekend,        Ms Holmes and the team 

 St Nicolas’ CE Combined School Newsletter 
Living and learning together with God  

Headteacher Awards 

Chestnut: Annabel for always listening carefully and confidently 

selecting learning activities. Scarlett for speaking confidently and using 

lots of detail to tell us about her holiday. 

Elm: Livia for wonderful effort with her writing this week. Eleanor For 

going out of her way to be helpful and kind and a fantastic effort in 

maths this week. 

Ash: Amelia for her wonderful ideas on what she would pack if she were 

an explorer, and presenting her work of this beautifully in her history 

book. Sebby for being able to confidently name and describe the faces 

and edges of 3D shaped in our maths lessons. 

Oak: Tristan for excellent recall of all the information learned in our 

science unit last term on nutrition and skeletons. Hakeem for showing 

great participation in all lessons, asking questions and sharing his ideas. 

Pine: Daya for her ideas when discussing stories from different cultures in 

English.  Hari for being kind and helpful to other members of his group 

during badminton.  

Willow: Humza for starting the spring term with positivity, considered 

questioning and great focus. Evie for working hard to learn the common 

exception words by heart. 

Fir: Evelyn for her great commitment to learning and for consistently 

going the extra mile.  Kieran for success in developing solid arithmetic 

skills, due to his effort and focus. 
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 Happy School Bags 
Happy School Bags is back on Wednesday 14th January ! 

 Declutter time! This is the perfect time after Christmas to fill as many black 

bags as you can with all old clothes, shoes, plus items on their 

list....including any non-branded uniform and school shoes! Children will 

come home with bags for you to fill in their book bags this week but you 

can also fill black bags. Please see attached information on what they 

accept. 

We are paid by the kilo, so the heavier the better! 

Gift Amnesty 

If you received any gifts at Christmas that aren't quite to your 

taste (or got two the same), please recycle as a kind donation to 

the PTA. All we ask is that items are NEW & UNUSED and would 

make a good prize! 

Please drop any gift donations into the school office or drop off 

with your happy bag donations on Wednesday 14th January. 

Please don't buy anything to donate; this is simply a request for 

anything you already have but don't want! 
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 Quiz Night is back!  
After such a brilliant night last time, we’re doing it all again — expect 

laughs, friendly competition, and a great excuse for a fun night out with 

friends. No quiz expertise required, just come along and enjoy! 

Book your place here:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/quiz-night-2026-tickets-1977607221435 
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